
Dr. Viterbi, Dean Nikias, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is indeed a great honor for me which I am most happy to 
accept -- but of course with no illusions -- my academic 
accomplishments pale compared to Andy's academic 
accomplishments. I accept this honor in the name of the institution 

USC which gave so much to me -- in the name of the professors. 

First and foremost J.R. Meigs -- from him I learned the value of 
originality -- original thinking, in contrast to book learning -- and 
above all, the importance of Mathematics in Engineering. There is 

one anecdote that I would like to share with you, which should help 
illustrate his personality. USC Engineering did not have a Ph.D. 

program in Engineering in 1950 --so I had to shift to mathematics. 
There I learned that there is a function which is continuous but has 
no derivative anywhere. I excitedly related this to Professor Meigs, 
who immediately responded characteristically -- "That is 

impossible, Bal, and I will prove it to you." He gave up after one 
week. He was a remarkable man -- he was also a Golf Coach and a 

member of the Wilshire Country Club. He took an interest in an 
ignorant foreign student from a remote village in India -- this is 
1949, not 2004 -- and set me on my path. I only wish he were here 

to share this day with me -- he passed away in 1998. 

In mathematics, I worked with Ralph Phillips -- one of the great 
mathematicians· of the 20th century. From him I learned Functional 
Analysis and the importance of being poor -- "You cannot be a great 

mathematician unless you are poor but honest," he would say. He 

insisted that I stay in Academia and not go to Industry. And that is 
where I have stayed essentially all my life. 








