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Conference Schedule
8:00 - 8:45 AM  Breakfast and Registration

8:45 - 9:00 AM  Welcome Message
        Carl Martellino, Associate Dean for Student Affairs and Executive    
                  Director, USC Career Center
   Opening Remarks
        Dr. Sarah (Sally) Pratt, Vice Provost for Graduate Programs and    
                  Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures
        Dr. Mark Todd, Associate Provost of Academic Affairs and Director,         
            Office of Postdoctorial Affairs

9:00 - 9:50 AM  Keynote Address
        Dr. Peter Fiske, Author and Lecturer, “Put Your Science to WORK!”    
                  and CEO of PAX Water Technologies - TCC Grand Ballroom

10:00 - 10:50 AM  Workshops
        From Academics to Business - Dr. Jerald M. Jellison, Chairman of    
                the Board, USC Credit Union, Professor of Social Psychology, and Director of   
        the Applied Psychology Graduate Program University of Southern California
        -TCC Grand Ballroom 
        The Academic Career Path - Dr. Edward Finegan, Director of the    
                  USC Center for Exellence in Teaching and Professor Emeritus of    
                  Linguistics and Law, University of Southern California - 
        Rosen Family Screening Theatre TCC 227
        Navigating the Federal Job Search - Patricia Ayestas, Recruitment    
                  Support Specialist, United States Secret Service - 
           Franklin Room TCC 351

11:00 AM - 12:50 PM  Industry Panel Sessions
        Humanities and Social Science - Franklin Room TCC 350
        Life, Biomedical and Physical Science - Franklin Room TCC 351
        Engineering and Technology - Rosen Family Screening Theatre TCC 227

   Academic Round Table Discussions
        Humanities - Alumni Center Salon TCC 302 and Alumni Association Board Room TCC 301

        Social Science - Franklin Room TCC 352 and MAAA Cruz Family Board Room TCC 320 A
        Life, Biomedical and Physical Science - TCC Grand Ballroom
        Engineering and Technology - TCC Grand Ballroom

1:00 - 2:00 PM  Networking Lunch and Closing Remarks
        Lori Shreve Blake, Senior Director of Alumni and Student Career Services,   
              USC Career Center - TCC Grand Ballroom

        





KEYNOTE SPEAKER

   Dr. Peter S. Fiske
   Author and Lecturer, “Put Your Science to WORK!” and CEO of PAX Water Technologies

   Dr. Peter S. Fiske is the Chief Executive Officer of PAX Water Technologies, Inc.  PAX Water has    
   pioneered the use of biomimicry (adapting nature’s best designs to man-made engineering problems) to 
develop innovative and energy efficient technologies for the water industry.  PAX Water is widely recognized as the market leader in 
energy-efficient mixing systems for potable water storage tanks and the company continues to apply its patented design technology to 
other problems in the water system.   

Prior to joining PAX Water, Fiske was co-founder of RAPT Industries, Inc., a pioneer in the field of plasma processing of optics and 
semiconductors. Fiske led negotiations to license a portion of the technology to a major semiconductor equipment manufacturer, and 
led the first sales of products. Fiske was CEO of the Company from May, 2001 to April, 2004. Fiske spun the company out of Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory where he was a staff scientist. Fiske is the author of 20 technical articles, most in international
peer-reviewed journals including SCIENCE.  He received his Ph.D. from Stanford University in 1994 and an M.B.A. from the Haas 
School of Business at the University of California at Berkeley in 2002.  

Fiske is also a nationally-recognized author and lecturer on the subject of leadership and career development for scientists and 
engineers. He is the author of numerous articles on the subject of careers and career development and writes a regular column in the 
journal Nature. He is the author of To Boldly Go: A Practical Career Guide for Scientists (AGU – 1997) and its second edition Put Your 
Science to WORK! (August 2001). He has presented his workshop Put Your Science to WORK to over 13,000 early career scientists and 
engineers in the US and the UK.

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS
      From Academics to Business

   Dr. Jerald M. Jellison 
   Chairman of the Board, USC Credit Union, Professor of Social Psychology and Director of the  
   Applied Psychology Graduate Program, University of Southern California

   Dr. Jerry Jellison has been a full professor of social psychology at the University of Southern
   California in Los Angeles for 30 years and is the Director of the Applied Psychology graduate program at
   USC. He held previous appointments at the University of Texas, Austin and Duke University. As president, 
now chairman of the board, of the 50,000 member USC Credit Union, Dr. Jellison has lead an increase in assets from $2 million to over 
$400 million.  This real world experience informs his ideas on implementing change. Jerry has been teaching his practical techniques 
for overcoming resistance to business professionals throughout the world for the past 25 years.  He has extensive experience
consulting with all levels of management. His book, Overcoming Resistance, published by Simon & Schuster, was a Fortune Book Club 
selection and was named a top business book of the year when it was published. Managing the Dynamics of Change was published by 
McGraw Hill in 2006. Life After Grad School was published in 2010 by Oxford University Press.

Major Client List Includes

3M    Frito-Lay    Lockheed Martin   Times Mirror
Avery Dennison   Genentech   Marriott Hotels   Toyota Motor Sales
Bausch and Lomb   Honeywell   Mobil Oil   Turner Construction
Chevron Oil   HP Compaq   N.Y – N.J. Port Authority  U.S. Air Force
Countywide   Hughes Electronics  Penske Auto Group  U.S. Marines & Navy
Daimler-Benz   IBM    Qualcomm   U.S. Postal Service
DuPont    Jet Propulsion Lab  SHRM    Vistage 
Ernst and Young   Kaiser Permanente  Singapore Air Force  Xerox
Farmers Insurance Group  Lexus    Southern California Edison YPO
Footlocker   Sun Microsystems   St. Paul Travelers
   
   858.720.8207   jellison@usc.edu  www.jerryjellison.com
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     The Academic Career Path
     Dr. Edward Finegan 
   Director of the USC Center for Excellence in Teaching and Professor Emeritus of Linguistics   
   and Law, University of Southern California

   Dr. Edward Finegan is Director of USC's Center for Excellence in Teaching. He served as founding   
   chair of USC's Linguistics Department and in 1975 and 1976 directed an English-language teaching project 
for National Iranian Radio and Television in Tehran. Besides a focus on discourse analysis and the discourses of law, his research 
addresses language variation and English usage, including their treatment in dictionaries. He served as founding general editor of 
Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics and on the editorial boards of the journals American Speech, Discourse Processes, English Language 
and Linguistics, and Corpora. He served three times as president of the USC chapter of Phi Kappa Phi and for two years as co-president 
of USC's Lambda Alumni Association. He is the recipient of the University’s Associates Award for Excellence in Teaching and has been 
twice honored by Dornsife College with the Albert S. Raubenheimer Distinguished Faculty Award. Principally concerning linguistic 
aspects of contract interpretation, defamation, and trademark infringement, he has consulted for scores of law firms in more than a 
dozen states, as well as for the offices of the Federal Public Defender and the California Attorney General. He is the Dictionary Society 
of North America's delegate to the American Council of Learned Societies and upon completion of his term as vice-president will 
become president of the International Association of Forensic Linguists.

Navigating the Federal Job Search
Patricia Ayestas
Recruitment Support Specialist, United States Secret Service

INDUSTRY PANEL SESSIONS
Humanities and Social Science
                

   Moderator – Ravi Iyer, PhD
             Principal Data Scientist, Ranker

   Ravi Iyer is the principal data scientist at Ranker.com. He is a 15 year veteran of the technology    
   industry who also holds a PhD in Social Psychology from the University of Southern California, where   
   he is also currently a post-doctoral researcher, focusing on issues concerning morality and values. He 
   brings technology to academia where the educational platform he founded (YourMorals.org), has educated 
hundreds of thousands of individuals about their moral profile, while simultaneously providing data for numerous journal publications. 
As the Principal Data Scientist for Ranker.com, he uses academic methods and statistical training to power recommendation algorithms. 
He is specifically interested in how applied moral psychology can improve the human condition, and how technology can improve 
moral psychology, especially given the volume of data that technology companies collect and the promise of the semantic web to make 
that data more accessible. His academic research has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, Reason Magazine, Good Magazine, and 
the New York Times. Much of his published research concerns the psychological dispositions of liberals, conservatives, and libertarians, 
with an eye towards increasing inter-ideological understanding. He blogs regularly about his research at PoliPsych.com.

   Mark Johnson, PhD
   Owner, Ironstring Communications

   Mark Johnson is a writer and photographer. He completed an MA (1988) and PhD (1995) in English
   Literature at Boston University and did his undergraduate studies at UC San Diego. Mark landed his first   
   paying photo gig while in junior high school in San Diego. A believer in Thoreau's exhortation  to "rise free   
   from care before the dawn and seek adventures," after completing his PhD, Mark and his girlfriend (now 
   wife) rode their bicycles from Washington DC to San Diego--and that was Mark's second transcontinental 
   crossing by bike. After completing his PhD, Mark went to work in the software industry, where he spent 10 
years working at Intuit and other companies as a writer, product manager and behavioral science researcher--all while maintaining a 
steady roster of freelance writing and photo clients. Today his primary focus is professional cycling. He spent 2011 traveling with the 
Garmin pro cycling team. His book about a year with the team--Argyle Armada: Behind the Scenes of the Pro Cycling Life--was 
published in 2012 by VeloPress. He lives in Del Mar, California with his wife and two children. You can learn more at ironstring.com.
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    Wendy Castleman, PhD
             Innovation Catalyst Leader & Design Innovation Strategist, Intuit

                Wendy Castleman is currently the leader of Intuit's Innovation Catalyst community at Intuit. Innovation   
                Catalysts are a vibrant community of 200 very engaged, passionate, committed employees who empower and  
                enable innovation using design-thinking methods and tools to deliver offerings that delight customers,   
                partners and employees.  I have been a Design Innovation Strategist and Design research Scientist at Intuit 
for 10 years.  Before that, I worked in Experience Design Research for 5 years at Lucent, Motorola and Remedy – helping to research 
and design usable software in mobile, desktop and web.  I graduated in 1997 with a PhD in Cognitive & Perceptual Psychology from 
the University of Texas at Austin. My journey from academia to industry was unplanned and heavily influenced by the fantastic 
mentors I had along the way.  Because of this, I have a passion for mentoring and helping other people leverage and find their strengths.  
In many cases, this has helped people transition from academia to successful careers in industry. 

    Di Yin Lu, PhD
                Consultant & Channel Manager, Customer Insights and Analytics, Gallup

                Di Yin Lu manages customer insights analysis for five product lines at the Gallup Organization. Her day-
                to-day work includes a combination of project management, statistical analysis, and client calls and
                presentations. Prior to entering the professional world, she completed her PhD in History at Harvard   
                University, where she studied modern and contemporary China. During her PhD, she was an Andrew Mellon 
Scholar (twice), Fulbright Scholar, and a Fellow at the Graduate School of Arts and Science. She has two articles forthcoming in the 
Archives of Asian Art and Modern China. Di Yin Lu left academe because she wanted more choice on the location, climate, and living 
standards that she lives with everyday. She would be happy to show anyone her detailed Excel spreadsheet on the estimated living 
standards and salary requests for how she came upon this decision!

     Julie Zissimopoulos, PhD
              Associate Professor, Titus Family Department of Clinical and Pharmaceutical Economics and  
                     Policy, and Associate Director, Leonard D. Schaeffer Center for Health Policy and Economics,  
                         University of Southern California

   Julie M. Zissimopoulos is an Associate Professor at the University of Southern California in the School of 
Pharmacy and Associate Director of the Leonard D. Schaeffer Center for Health Policy and Economics at USC.  She is co-director of 
the NIA funded, Minority Aging Health Economic Research Center.  She specializes in the economics of aging.  Topics of special 
interest are Medicare reform, medical expenditures at older ages, savings and wealth, labor force behavior, and financial and 
non-financial support between generations of family members.  Recently published work includes a Journal of Economic Perspectives 
article on older workers and population aging and a Journal of Human Resources article on the effect of marriage and childbearing on 
the wages of men and women.  Prior to coming to USC she was a Senior Economist at RAND Corporation and the Director of the NIA 
funded Postdoctoral Training Program in the Study of Aging. 

    Rebecca Peabody, PhD
               Head, Research Projects & Programs, Getty Research Institute

               Rebecca Peabody is Head of Research Projects & Programs at the Getty Research Institute (GRI), where   
               she manages the institutional research agenda, works on research projects related to her areas of expertise,   
               and oversees the GRI’s programs. She earned a joint PhD in the History of Art and African American Studies  
               from Yale University in 2006, and focuses her research on representations of race, gender, and nationality in 
twentieth-century American art and culture. She is volume editor of Anglo-American Exchange in Postwar Sculpture, 1945 – 1975, 
volume co-editor of Pacific Standard Time: Los Angeles Art 1945 – 1980, and is completing a book on Kara Walker’s art and American 
storytelling traditions. Her essays appear in exhibition catalogs, edited volumes, and the journals Comparative Literature, Ethnic and 
Racial Studies, Getty Research Journal, Slavery & Abolition, and Word & Image. She has taught at Yale University and the University 
of Southern California. In addition to her scholarly publications, she is completing a non-fiction trade book entitled Life, and a PhD 
which combines research on the changing face of higher education with first-person stories that show there are as many right ways to get 
through graduate school as there are people willing to forge their own paths.
www.rebeccapeabody.com
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Life, Biomedical, and Physical Science
Moderator – Llewellyn Cox, PhD
Program Administrator for Research, USC School of Pharmacy
Organizer of the Research2.0 Initiative and Founder of March Metrics (www.marchmetrics.com)

     Hanh H. Nguyen, PhD 
              Senior Project Manager, Commercialization and R&D Compliance, Amgen

   Dr. Hanh Nguyen was born in Vietnam and immigrated to the United States in 1983.  She grew up in   
   Modesto, California and completed her undergraduate education at the California State University,   
   Stanislaus with a B.S. in Biology, a minor in Chemistry and a concentration in Genetics. She later completed  
   her doctorate in Endocrinology at the University of California Berkeley where she conducted breast cancer 
research with an emphasis on cell cycle regulation. In 2004, she pursued a post-doctoral fellowship at the Genomics Institute of the 
Novartis Research Foundation (GNF) where she gained valuable experience in conducting drug discovery research using high-
throughput genomic screens to identify novel targets in oncology and immunology as well as valuable insight into the business aspects 
of drug development. Subsequent to completing her post-doctoral fellowship, Dr. Nguyen transitioned to a project management role at 
Novartis where she managed cross-functional teams across multiple disease areas to facilitate moving early drug discovery programs into 
the clinic. Dr. Nguyen has now relocated to the Los Angeles area and is currently a Sr. Program Manager at Amgen Inc. within the 
Commercialization R&D Compliance department. Her responsibilities includes leading cross-functional global teams to develop novel 
therapeutics by ensuring a successful progression of programs from Phases I, II, III clinical trials through regulatory agency submissions 
and launch (entry into the intended market). Within her short tenure at Amgen, she has received multiple ‘BRAVO’ awards for her 
outstanding operational and strategic leadership abilities and her successes in overseeing complex external and internal collaborations. 
In her spare time, she is an avid marathon runner and enjoys volunteer work, traveling, cooking, arts/crafts and the great outdoors.

     Fiona Hanner, PhD 
              Genomic Development Specialist, Bio-Rad Laboratories

   I'm a recent Trojan alumna, graduating with a Ph.D. from the Systems Biology and Disease program in 2010.  
   My  thesis was focused on the role of connexin junction proteins in renal pathophysiology and I completed   
   my doctoral research in the laboratory of Dr. Janos Peti-Peterdi. As a graduate student, I was a recipient of an  
   American Heart Association Predoctoral Fellowship and member of Phi Kappa Phi honor society. 

I joined Bio-Rad immediately after graduation and my current position combines marketing, sales, and technical roles to help develop 
and support the market for a new molecular biology technology known as digital PCR. I work alongside our field sales and service teams 
to educate customers about digital PCR and enable those who are new to the technology to get great results. I also interact with our 
R&D and product development groups providing feedback from our customers about future directions for the technology. My job is 
often challenging, always fun, and a lot of travel! Prior to becoming the West Coast Genomic Development Specialist, I worked as 
Bio-Rad's Los Angeles area Account Manager, covering scientific sales to academic and biotech accounts that included USC and 
Caltech. When I'm home in LA, I'm active in my church community, teaching Sunday school weekly for the past eight years. I also 
enjoy cooking for my husband/high school sweetheart Frank and spending time with our two rescue dogs.

     Pearl Fang-Sniegowski, PhD
              Senior Medical Science Liaison (MSL) in Medical and Scientific Affairs, Onyx Pharmaceutical

   Pearl Fang-Sniegowski is currently a Senior Medical Science Liaison (MSL) in Medical and Scientific Affairs  
   with Onyx Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a biopharmaceutical company that develops and markets targeted therapies  
   for the treatment of cancer. As a field-based oncology MSL, she is responsible for providing scientific and   
   clinical expertise to key thought leaders, initiating and evaluating potential investigator initiated clinical   
   rials, reviewing scientific literature and accumulating key competitive information for drug development, and 
representing Onyx at major oncology meetings and conferences. She has 10 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry and 
previously held the position of Senior Principal Clinical Scientist at Onyx Pharmaceuticals, Senior MSL at Cephalon (oncology, hema-
tology), and Senior Sales Specialist (oncology, skeletal disease, neuroscience) at Eli Lilly and Company. Pearl graduated from USC 
twice; Bachelor of Arts in 1996 and Doctorate of Philosophy in 2004.
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     Jovana J. Grbic, PhD 
   Editor and Creative Director, ScriptPhD

   Jovana J. Grbic has over ten years of experience working in a range of interdisciplinary labs at elite academic  
   institutions. Her scientific  background includes a three-year fellowship at the UCLA School of    
   Public Health in infectious diseases, graduate work in cancer genomics, where she discovered a drug target   
   for acte myeloid leukemia, and an internship at The Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center.  In addition, 
she has over three years of experience as a blogger and editor, with over 120 blog posts dedicated to the intersection of science and 
popular culture on her blog ScriptPhD.com. With ScriptPhD, Jovana has established a successful freelance career pursuing creative 
content development in media and entertainment, with clients such as The UCLA School of Film, ABC Television, DELL Computers, 
Medicines360 and The Halo Project. She contributes regularly to several science publications and provides consulting expertise across 
digital media, advertising and biotechnology. Jovana has a PhD in biological chemistry from The Scripps Research Institute and a BA in 
physical chemistry from Northwestern University. 

     Yvonne Klaue, PhD 
   Director for the Postdoctoral Professional Master Program, Keck Graduate Institute

   Born and raised in Germany, Dr. Klaue received a Diploma in Biology in 2001 working on RNA-protein   
   interactions from the University of Kassel, Germany. She then moved to England where she received her   
   PhD in Molecular Biology in 2005 from the University of East Anglia in Norwich, characterizing proteins   
   involved in RNA interference in plants in David Baulcombe’s lab. In 2005 she moved to Mexico to work on  
   Rotavirus at the Institute of Biotechnology in Cuernavaca. In 2007 she moved to Orange County and started 
working on alternative splicing in Klemens Hertel’s lab at the University of California, Irvine. During this time, she took the lead to 
establish the UCI Postdoctoral Association and was its first president. In 2009 she joined the first class of the Postdoctoral Professional 
Masters in Bioscience Management (PPM) program at the Keck Graduate Institute (KGI) and received her degree in 2010. Upon 
completion she worked as a research scientist and project manager on the development of a point-of-care device for infectious disease 
detection at KGI. She is holding the Administrative Director position for the PPM program since May 2012. In this position she is 
involved in student recruitment, advising on curriculum and career services. She also teaches a course on Professional Development and 
is a faculty advisor for KGI’s team masters projects. In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her three year old son, does a lot 
international and domestic travels and loves reading.

     Beth Rose, PhD
              Consultant, The Boston Consulting Group

   Dr. Beth Rose is a Consultant in the Los Angeles office of the Boston Consulting Group. Since starting at   
   BCG in August 2011, she has worked on a number of projects in a range of industries from healthcare to   
   industrial goods.  Prior to joining BCG, Beth was a research scientist at UCLA working to better understand 
   the molecular mechanism of cardiac stress and heart failure.  Beth holds a Ph.D. in Molecular, Cellular and 
Integrative Physiology from UCLA and both a B.Sc. degree in Nursing and a B.A. degree in Physiology from the University of Minne-
sota.  In her free time, she enjoys hiking, cooking, and traveling the world.

Engineering and Technology
Moderator – Fei Li
PhD Candidate, Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering

     Yan Liu, PhD 
              Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science,
              University of Southern California Viterbi School of Engineering

   Yan Liu is an assistant professor in Computer Science Department at University of Southern California from  
   2010. Before that, she was a Research Staff Member at IBM Research from 2006. She received her M.Sc and 
Ph.D. degree from Carnegie Mellon University in 2004 and 2006. Her research interest includes developing scalable machine learning 
and data mining algorithms with applications to social media analysis, computational biology, climate modeling and business analytics. 
She has received several awards, including 2007 ACM Dissertation Award Honorable Mention, best application paper award in SDM 
2007, and winner of several data mining competitions, including KDD Cup 2007, 2008, 2009 and INFORMS data mining competition 
2008. She has published over 50 referred articles and served as a program committee of SIGKDD, ICML, NIPS, CIKM, SIGIR, ICDM, 
AAAI, COLING, EMNLP and co-chair of workshops in KDD and ICDM.
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     Saty Raghavachary, PhD
              Designated Support Specialist at Autodesk Inc. and Part-Time Lecturer at USC

    Dr. Saty Raghavachary is a part-time lecturer here at USC, where he has been teaching computer graphics   
   (CG) courses at the CS department since 2004, and more recently, at ITP too. Saty is currently a Designated  
   Support Specialist at Autodesk Inc., makers of Maya, Softimage, 3DS Max, AutoCAD and several other   
   industry-leading projects. Prior to joining Autodesk, Saty spent 16 wonderful years at DreamWorks Feature 
Animation (with credits in 20 movies including Puss in Boots, How to Train Your Dragon, Kung Fu Panda and Shrek4), where he 
developed graphics software tools, and trained incoming artists on the tools and pipeline. Prior to that, he was Software Manager at 
MetroLight Studios, one of the pioneering visual effects studios in Hollywood in the late 80s and early 90s.

Saty has published two popular books on RenderMan, the CG industry’s leading rendering software. He is working on a third book, on 
Maya Python. Saty also gives talks to schools and colleges in the LA area (e.g. Cal Lutheran, LMU) on animation production and CG. 
Saty obtained three MS degrees and PhD at The Ohio State University and also did postdoctoral research there. He obtained a B.Tech 
degree from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras. Saty is a member of ACM, IEEE (Computer Society), ASEE and 
American Mensa.

     Geoff Davis, PhD
              Staff Quantitative User Experience Researcher, Google

   Geoff Davis is an analyst in the Quantitative Insights group at Google. Previously, he held positions in the   
   Mathematics Department at Dartmouth College; in the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department at  
   Rice University; with the Signal Processing Group at Microsoft Research; as a developer at a start-up   
   company; at Sigma Xi, the Scientific Research Society; and a Werthheim Fellow at the Labor and Worklife 
Program at Harvard Law School. His academic mathematical research centered around representations of information, with a particular 
focus on wavelets and related transforms. He is a recipient of the IEEE Leon K. Kirchmayer Prize Paper Award. He has had a long-
standing interest in science education and policy issues, and he is a past member of the Science and Engineering Workforce Project of 
the National Bureau of Economic Research. He has a Ph.D. in applied mathematics from the Courant Institute at New York University.

    Jesse Noffsinger, PhD
            Associate, McKinsey & Company

               Jesse Noffsinger is an Associate with the Seattle Office of McKinsey & Company and has been with the firm
               for 2 years. He has worked on multiple projects, ranging from purchasing and supply management in
               Healthcare Systems and Services to corporate finance, mergers, acquisitions, and manufacturing optimization  
               in Aerospace and Defense. He received his Ph.D. in Physics from UC Berkeley and his B.S. in Physics from   

               the University of Kansas.            

ACADEMIC ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONs
Humanities

Moderator – Shayna Kessel, PhD
Assistant Dean, Student Services, USC Graduate School

   Emily Anderson, PhD
   Associate Professor and Director of Graduate Studies, Department of English, USC

   My research interests include, most broadly, the literature and culture of eighteenth-century England and   
   the historical reception of literary genres. I focus on the relations between literary genres and social trends;   
   the conventions (aesthetic and cultural) that frame individual acts of authorship; and evolutions in theories of  
   fiction. For the past several years, I have explored the relationship between eighteenth-century drama and   
   the novel and, as a result, the evolving relationship between theatrical performance and fiction. 

  



Emily Anderson, PhD
My first book, Eighteenth-Century Authorship and the Play of Fiction (Routledge 2009), approaches these issues through a focus on 
women writers. The rationale behind this book is that as women in the eighteenth century worked most frequently between these two 
genres, their texts would reflect most profoundly the results of this cross-genre experimentation. I simultaneously seek to account for 
this social phenomenon: why did authorship for eighteenth-century women so often involve writing both novels and plays? The answer 
charts a complicated articulation between ideas of “theatricality” as pertaining to female conduct, and as manifested in generic form.

     Peter C. Mancall, PhD
   Andrew W. Mellon Professor of the Humanities, Professor of History and Anthropology, and   
   Vice Dean for the Humanities at USC and USC-Huntington Early Modern Studies Institute

   Peter C. Mancall is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor of the Humanities, Professor of History and
   Anthropology, and Vice Dean for Humanities in the USC Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences, as 
well as the Director of the USC-Huntington Early Modern Studies Institute.  His work concentrates on the history of colonial North 
America, the early modern Atlantic world, and Native American history.  He is the author or editor of 17 books, including DEADLY 
MEDICINE: INDIANS AND ALCOHOL IN EARLY AMERICA (Cornell, 1995), HAKLUYT'S PROMISE: AN ELIZABETHAN'S 
OBSESSION FOR AN ENGLISH AMERICA (Yale, 2007), and FATAL JOURNEY: THE FINAL EXPEDITION OF HENRY 
HUDSON--A TALE OF MUTINY AND MURDER IN THE ARCTIC (Basic Books, 2009).  In 2012 he was the Mellon Distin-
guished Lecturer in the Humanities at the University of Pennsylvania.  His current projects include THE LORD OF MISRULE: 
THOMAS MORTON AND THE TRAGIC ORIGINS OF NEW ENGLAND, to be published by Basic Books, and AMERICAN 
ORIGINS, which will be volume one of the Oxford History of the United States.

     Thomas Seifrid, PhD
   Professor of Slavic Languages and Literatures, USC

   Thomas Seifrid received a B.S. in Wildlife Biology with a simultaneous major in Russian at the University of  
   Montana in 1978.  He completed his graduate study in Russian literature at Cornell University, earning his   
   Ph.D. there in 1984.  From 1982-85 he taught Russian and the Humanities at Reed College in Portland, 
Oregon.  Since 1986 he has taught in the department of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the University of Southern California, of 
which he is also presently the chair (he also serves as chair of the German program).  His primary scholarly interest is in the literature 
and culture of 20th-century Russia.  His first book, Andrei Platonov, Uncertainties of Spirit (Cambridge UP 1992) was the first English-
language monograph on a writer now considered to be one of the masters of Russian prose.  His second book (The Word Made Self: 
Russian Writings on Language, 1860-1930, Cornell UP 2005) is an exploration of the philosophy of language in Russia in the early 
twentieth century.  He has also written a Companion to Andrei Platonov’s The Foundation Pit (Academic Studies Press 2009).  His 
current work is on theater and conceptions of urban space in Soviet Russia.  He is also avidly interested in Polish language and culture.

   Kate Flint, PhD
   Provost Professor English and Art History, Chair of the Department of Art History, and   
   Director, Visual Studies Research Institute, USC

   Kate Flint is Provost Professor of English and Art History at the University of Southern California, where   
   she is Chair of the Department of Art History, and also directs the Visual Studies Research Institute.  Born in  
   London, England, she studied and worked at Oxford University, Bristol University, and the Courtauld 
Institute of Art before coming to the US in 2001. Her research spans the C19th and C20th, and is both interdisciplinary and transatlan-
tic.  Her areas of specialization include Victorian and early twentieth-century cultural and literary history, visual culture, and both 
historical and contemporary photography - she's a photographer herself, and enjoys experimenting with C19th photographic methods 
and lens less images.  

Most recently, Professor Flint has published The Transatlantic Indian 1776-1930 (2008), which looks at the two-way relations between 
Native Americans and the British in the long C19th, and explores the intersections of modernity, nationhood, and popular culture that 
were at stake in these contacts. She spends a good deal of time in New Mexico, which was the direct inspiration for this research. Her 
previous works include The Victorians and The Visual Imagination (2000) and The Woman Reader, 1837 1914 (1993).  She is General 
Editor of the Cambridge History of Victorian Literature (2012), and has published numerous articles on Victorian, modernist and 
contemporary art, fiction, and cultural history.   She is completing a book provisionally entitled "Flash! Photography, Writing, and 
Surprising Illumination," and her new research project is a history of the concept of ordinariness between 1850-1950. 
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     Joanna Demers, PhD
              Associate Professor and Chair of Musicology, USC Thorton School of Music

   Joanna Demers earned her PhD in Musicology from Princeton University (2002), as well as a DMA in  
   flute performance from UCSD (2002). Since 2003, she has taught at the USC Flora L. Thornton School of  
   Music, and specializes in post-1945 popular music, electronic music, and aesthetics. Her most recent book  
   is Listening Through the Noise: The Aesthetics of Experimental Electronic Music (Oxford University  
   Press). She is co-editor-in-chief of Evental Aesthetics, an online peer-reviewed journal on philosophical  
   approaches to art.

Social Science
Moderator – Gilly Koritzky, PhD
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Brain and Creativity Institute, Department of Psychology, USC

     Rhacel Parreñas, PhD
              Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies and Chair of Sociology, USC

   Rhacel Salazar Parreñas was born in the Philippines and migrated to Boston, MA at the age of 13. She  
   grew up in the housing projects of Boston in the height of the crack epidemic but managed to survive that  
   turbulence by spending most of her nights solving math problems and working 20 hours a week at   
   Dunkin’ Donuts beginning at the age of 13. After winning a citywide mathematics competition, she 
received a merit scholarship to attend Phillips Exeter Academy. She attended the University of California, Berkeley, where she 
intended to study Mathematics but switched her major to Peace and Conflict Studies after discovering she had a passion for learning 
about and helping eradicate social inequalities, graduating in 1992. She continued with her quest to study social inequalities by 
pursuing a Ph.D. in Ethnic Studies, which she also received from the University of California, Berkeley in 1998. She is now Professor 
and Chair of the Department of Sociology at the University of Southern California. Before joining the USC faculty in 2010, she was 
Professor of American Studies at Brown University (2008-2010), Professor of Asian American Studies at UC Davis (2003-2008), and 
Assistant Professor of Women’s Studies at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (2000-2003). She has also held visiting professorships 
in Australia and Japan. Professor Parreñas is a leading scholar of women's labor and migration. She has received more than 100 
invitations to share her work at universities, government and nongovernmental institutions, and research think tanks throughout the 
United States, Europe and Asia, including the United Nations and the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. Her research has been featured 
in various news media outlets including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg News, and NPR’s The World. 

     Wendy Wood, PhD
              Vice Dean for Social Sciences and Provost Professor of Psychology and Business, USC

   Wendy Wood is a social psychologist, and her research addresses the ways that habits guide behavior—and  
   why they are so difficult to break--as well as the origins of sex differences in behavior.  She moved to USC  
   in 2009 from Duke, where she directed an interdisciplinary social science research institute. Dr. Wood is a  
   Fellow of the American Psychological Association (Division 8), the American Psychological Society, and 
founding member of the Society for Research Synthesis Methodology. She is currently is Associate Editor of Behavioral Science and 
Policy, and in the past has been associate editor of Psychological Review, Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Personality 
and Social Psychology Bulletin, and Personality and Social Psychology Review. Her research has been funded by the National 
Science Foundation, the National Institute of Mental Health, the Rockefeller Foundation, and the Radcliffe Institute of Advanced 
Study. 

     Saori N. Katada, PhD
   Associate Professor, School of International Relations and Director of the Political Science  
   and International Relations (POIR) Program, USC

   Saori N. Katada is Associate Professor at School of International Relations and the Director of the Political  
   Science and International Relations (POIR) Program at University of Southern California. She is the  
   author of a book Banking on Stability: Japan and the Cross-Pacific Dynamics of International Financial 
    Crisis Management (University of Michigan Press, 2001), which was awarded Masayoshi Ohira Memorial  
Book Award in 2002. She also has four edited and co-edited books: Global Governance: Germany and Japan in International System 
(Ashgate, 2004), Cross Regional Trade Agreements: Understanding Permeated Regionalism in East Asia (Springer, 2008), Competi-
tive Regionalism: FTA Diffusion in the Pacific Rim (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), and The Global Crisis and East Asian Regionalism 
(Routledge, 2012), and two books in Japanese.
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She has written numerous articles on international political economy including topics such as regional integration, foreign aid policy, 
financial politics and free trade agreements. Her current research focuses on the trade, financial and monetary cooperation in East 
Asia, and the impact of the global financial crisis on Japanese financial politics and regional integration efforts. For her research on 
regionalism, she was recently awarded the Japan Foundation Research Grant, National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 
and Mellon-LASA Grant. She has her PhD from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (Political Science) in 1994, and BA from 
Hitotsubashi University (Tokyo). Before joining USC, she served as a researcher at the World Bank in Washington DC, and as 
International Program officer at the UNDP in Mexico City.

     Patrick James, PhD
              Dornsife Dean’s Professor of International Relations, and Director, Center for International  
              Studies, USC

   James specializes in comparative and international politics. His interests at the international level include  
   the causes, processes and consequences of conflict, crisis and war. With regard to domestic politics, his 
interests focus on Canada, most notably with respect to the constitutional dilemma. James is the author or editor of 20 books and over 
120 articles and book chapters. Among his honors and awards are the Louise Dyer Peace Fellowship from the Hoover Institution at 
Stanford University, the Milton R. Merrill Chair from Political Science at Utah State University, the Lady Davis Professorship of the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Thomas Enders Professorship in Canadian Studies at the University of Calgary, the Senior 
Scholar award from the Canadian Embassy, Washington, DC, the Eaton Lectureship at Queen’s University in Belfast, the Quincy 
Wright Scholar Award from the Midwest International Studies Association (ISA), the Beijing Foreign Studies University Eminent 
Scholar and the Eccles Professor of the British Library. He is a past president of the Midwest ISA and the Iowa Conference of 
Political Scientists. James has been Distinguished Scholar in Foreign Policy Analysis for the ISA, 2006-07, and Distinguished Scholar 
in Ethnicity, Nationalism and Migration for ISA, 2009-10. He served as President, 2007-09, of the Association for Canadian Studies in 
the United States, and Vice-President (2008-09) of the ISA. He now is President of the International Council for Canadian Studies, 
2011-13. James also served a five-year term as Editor of International Studies Quarterly.  In December 2012, James received the 
Albert S. Raubenheimer Award for excellence in research, teaching and service at USC.

     LaVonna B. Lewis, PhD
              Teaching Professor, USC Sol Price School of Public Policy, and the Director of the USC  
              Diversity in Healthcare Leadership Initiative

   LaVonna Blair Lewis, Ph.D., MPH, is a Teaching Professor at the USC Sol Price School of Public Policy,  
   and the Director of the USC Diversity in Healthcare Leadership Initiative. Dr. Lewis joined the USC 
faculty in 1996 and she was selected Professor of the Year at SPPD in 1998 and 2001. Dr. Lewis’ areas of research and professional 
interests consistently focus on cultural competency and the health status and health care needs of underrepresented groups. As such, 
she feels she has a two-fold mission in life—to make the invisible, visible (if people are blind or unaware of problems for a particular 
group or in a particular community, you have to find ways to get these problems on their radar screen) and to make people uncomfort-
able (she believes that if people are always comfortable, they aren’t being challenged or they have quit learning and growing). 

Dr. Lewis provides cultural competency training to health care professionals locally and nationally. In addition, she is currently 
involved in projects that address racial and ethnic health disparities in cardiovascular disease (CVD), diabetes, and infant mortality. 
Her work has appeared in the American Journal of Public Health, Family and Community Health, the Journal of General Internal 
Medicine, and other health management and policy journals. Moreover, all of the work to date has employed a community based 
participatory research framework that partners with the relevant stakeholder groups in developing the research questions.

Life, Biomedical, and Physical Science

Moderator – Susana Cavallero, PhD
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Broad Center for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research, USC
Vice President, USC Postdoctoral Association
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Engineering and Technology

Moderator – Damian Wang
PhD Candidate, Genetic Molecular and Cellular Biology, USC Keck School of Medicine

Tzung K. Hsiai, MD, PhD
Mary G. and Robert G. Lane Early Career Chair Associate Professor of Biomedical Engineering and Cardiovascular 
Medicine, Department of Biomedical Engineering, USC Viterbi School of Engineering

     Bhaskar Krishnamachari, PhD
              Associate Professor and Ming Hsieh Faculty Fellow, Ming Hsieh Department of Electrical   
              Engineering and Department of Computer Science, USC Viterbi School of Engineering

   Bhaskar Krishnamachari is Associate Professor and Ming Hsieh Faculty Fellow in Electrical Engineering at  
   the Viterbi School of Engineering at the University of Southern California. He has been a faculty member in  
   the Department of Electrical Engineering at USC since 2002, with a joint appointment in the Department 
of Computer Science. He directs the Autonomous Networks Research Group. His research interests are focused on the design and 
analysis of algorithms, protocols, and applications for next generation wireless networks. These include wireless sensor networks, 
vehicular networks, cognitive radio networks, green cellular networks, underwater acoustic networks, and mobile social networks. On 
these topics, his research spans the entire spectrum from theoretical analysis of algorithms to prototype software implementations of 
network protocols and applications. He has co-authored over 200 technical articles on these topics, including four that have received 
conference best-paper awards at ACM/IEEE IPSN (2004, 2010), ACM MSWiM (2006) and ACM MobiCom (2010). In 2011, Bhaskar 
Krishnamachari was included in the TR-35; Technology Review Magazine's annual listing of the top 35 young innovators under the age 
of 35. He received the National Science Foundation CAREER award in 2004. He serves as an editor for the IEEE Transactions on 
Mobile Computing, and the ACM Transactions on Sensor Networks. He has also authored a textbook titled Networking Wireless 
Sensors published by Cambridge University Press.

     Ellis Meng, PhD
              Associate Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering, Ming Hsieh Department of
              Electrical Engineering, USC Viterbi School of Engineering

   Ellis Meng is an Associate Professor of biomedical and electrical engineering at the Viterbi School of   
   Engineering of the University of Southern California. She completed her graduate work in electrical   
   engineering at the California Institute of Technology in 2003. Dr. Meng directs the Biomedical Microsys-
tems Laboratory which specializes in focuses on advancing biocompatible polymer technology and micromachining, sensors and 
actuators, microfluidics, implantable MEMS and bioMEMS. She is a recipient of the National Science Foundation CAREER and 
Wallace H. Coulter Foundation Early Career Awards. Ellis was recognized as a 2009 TR35 Young Innovator Under 35 for her work in 
next generation drug delivery pumps. She also an active educator and authored a textbook on bioMEMS. Her professional member-
ships include Tau Beta Pi, IEEE, ASME, ASEE, and BMES.

     Stephen Lu, PhD
   David Packard Chair in Manufacturing Engineering and Professor of Aerospace and    
   Mechanical Engineering, Computer Science, and Industrial and Systems Engineering,
   Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering, USC Viterbi School of Engineering

   Professor Stephen C-Y. Lu is a world leading researcher, educator, entrepreneur, and strategist in
   engineer ing and education. His thirty-year’s successful career spans a wide range of professional, disciplin-
ary, and geographical boundaries. He has excelled in academic and business worlds, holding a permanent endowed chair professorship 
at a top university and serving in executive and advisory roles at several global companies. He is an internationally-acclaimed expert in 
new product development, design thinking, collaborative engineering, and technological innovation. Professor Lu is also a pioneer and 
active leader in global higher education reforms. 



     David Chiang, PhD
              Research Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science/Information Sciences Institute

   My research is in natural language processing, the subfield of computer science that aims to enable
   computers to understand and produce human language. I focus mainly on language translation, which is a   
   hard problem because different languages say things in such different ways. I'm interested in mathematical   
   frameworks for representing relationships between the structure and meaning of different languages, and   
   statistical models for automatically learning those relationships from textual data. On the side, I've also been  
   trying to launch a research effort into uses of natural language technology for documenting the endangered   
   languages of the world.
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