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8:30 - 9:00  AM Registration & Breakfast - Grand Ballroom

9:00 - 9:20 AM Welcome and Opening Remarks - Grand Ballroom
        Carl Martellino, Executive Director, USC Career Center
        Dr. Shayna Kessel, Assistant Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs, The Graduate School, Office of   
   the Provost, USC
        Dr. Mark Todd, Associate Provost of Academic Affairs and Director, Office of Postdoctoral Affairs, USC

9:20 – 10:20 AM Keynote Address - Grand Ballroom
       Dr. Simon Worden, Director, NASA Ames Center

10:20 – 10:35  AM Break

10:35 – 11:50  PM Career Panels                      
       Industry - Life Science and Humanities Panel
  Franklin Room Suite TCC 350-352
 
  Academia - Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Panel
  The Forum TCC 450
  
  Postdoctoral Career Workshop - Rosen Family Screening Theatre TCC 227
            Getting Employment in Academia, Industry & Government for Postdocs

12:00-1:00 PM Networking Lunch

  Keynote Address - Grand Ballroom
  “Hire ME: 10 Secrets to Gaining a Competitive Edge” 
       James E. Wright, PHR, SHRM-CP, CDR

1:00 – 2:00 PM Keynote Address - Grand Ballroom
       Dr. Melissa Gregg, Principal Engineer, Intel Corporation
  
2:00 – 2:10 PM Break 

2:10 – 3:25 PM Career Panels
  Academia – Life Sciences and Humanities Career Panel 
  Franklin Room Suite TCC 350-352

  Industry – Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Career Panel 
  The Forum TCC 450
 
  Ph.D. and Postdoctoral Career Workshop – Rosen Family Screening Theater TCC 227 
  CV to Resume - Careers in Industry and Academia

3:30 PM  Raffle and Closing Remarks – Grand Ballroom
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERs
   Simon P. Worden
   NASA Ames Center Director
   Dr. Simon P. Worden (Brig. Gen., USAF, ret.) is the center director at NASA Ames Research Center   
   where he leads a staff of nearly 2,500 civil servants and contractors and oversees an annual budget of   
   approx. $800 million providing the critical R&D support that makes NASA's and the nation's aeronau  
   tics and space missions possible. In just three years, Worden has completely transformed Ames,   
   reinvigorating the center's workforce and taking a leadership role in important, cost-effective small   
   satellite mission. Worden has also put Ames on the critical path for all major NASA space exploration 
missions through effective use of the center's unique wind tunnels, arc jets, intelligent systems and supercomputer facilities and 
capabilities. Worden's 'GreenSpace' initiative has brought Ames' remote sensing capabilities to bear on air traffic safety, fighting 
forest fires, and the study of climate change. And Ames' new Sustainability Base facility will serve as a model for future eco-friendly, 
high-performance federal buildings. In recognition of these outstanding achievements, Worden was named the Federal Laboratory 
Consortium's Laboratory Director of the Year for 2009.
 Prior to becoming Ames' director, Worden was a Research Professor of Astronomy, Optical Sciences and Planetary Sciences 
at the University of Arizona where his primary research direction was the development of large space optics for national security and 
scientific purposes and near-earth asteroids. Additionally, he worked on topics related to space exploration and solar-type activity in 
nearby stars. He is a recognized expert on space issues - both civil and military. He has authored or co-authored more than 150 
scientific technical papers in astrophysics, space sciences, and strategic studies. Moreover, he served as a scientific co-investigator for 
two NASA space science missions.
 In addition to his former position with the University of Arizona, Worden previously served as a consultant to the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) on space-related issues. In 2004, he worked as a Congressional Fellow and chief 
advisor to the Chairman of the US Senate Subcommittee on Science and Space regarding NASA and space issues.
Worden retired in 2004 after 29 years of active service in the United States Air Force. His final position was Director of 
Development and Transformation, Space and Missile Systems Center, Air Force Space Command, Los Angeles Air Force Base, CA.
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James E. Wright
PHR, SHRM-CP, CDR
James is a dynamic and compelling speaker selected by The Society for Human Resource Management to be a 
Presenter at the three most recent National Diversity & Inclusion Conferences based on his expertise in 
Diversity & Inclusion.  In addition, James has been featured on FOX and NBC News and has served as 
speaker and educator on Diversity, Recruiting and Social Media related topics for numerous corporate and 
industry events.  James created JamesWantsToKnowYou.com and Career Essentials, two key business strategies 
developed to drive social media networking initiatives to attract top candidates. He has also been named by 
Careerealism as an ‘Approved Career Expert.’

Networking lunch keynote speaker

   Melissa Gregg 
   Principal Engineer at Intel Corporation
   Melissa Gregg is a Principal Engineer at Intel Corporation researching the future of work. Her forthcoming   
   book, Counterproductive, reads the history of time management as a series of technologies of    
   self-improvement and moral perfectionism in the absence of collective opportunities for ritual. This builds   
   on her previous publications including Work’s Intimacy (Polity 2011), The Affect Theory Reader (co-edited  
   with Gregory J. Seigworth, Duke 2010), and Cultural Studies’ Affective Voices (Palgrave 2006).
   Before joining Intel, Melissa was a faculty member in the Department of Gender and Cultural Studies at the 
University of Sydney (2009-13) following successive postdoctoral fellowships at the Center for Critical and Cultural Studies, University of 
Queensland (2004-8). A selection of publications and work in progress can be found at her blog, Home Cooked Theory: 
http://homecookedtheory.com/



Industry – Life Sciences & Humanities career panel

panelists

Moderator: Emily Adler
Ph.D. Candidate in Genetic Molecular and Cellular Biology, Keck School of Medicine, USC
   

   Shayna Kessel
   Ph.D., Assistant Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs, The Graduate School, Office of the   
   Provost, USC
   Shayna Kessel is Assistant Dean for Graduate Academic Affairs in the USC Graduate School, a division of   
   the Provost’s Office. She holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Virginia and a PhD in  
   English from USC.

 
   Rebecca Peabody
   Ph.D., Head, Research Projects & Programs, Getty Research Institute
   Rebecca Peabody earned a joint PhD from Yale University in the History of Art and African American   
   Studies, and focuses her research on representations of race, gender, and nationality in twentieth-century   
   American art and culture. Her scholarly publications include edited and co-edited books such as Pacific   
   Standard Time: Los Angeles Art 1945 – 1980, Lawrence Alloway, Critic and Curator, and Anglo-American   
   Exchange in Postwar Sculpture, 1945 – 1975, along with essays in journals and exhibition catalogs. She is 
currently completing a book on contemporary artist Kara Walker and her engagement with American storytelling traditions. Her trade 
book The Unruly PhD: Doubts, Detours, Departures and Other Success Stories focuses on the challenges and decisions faced by 
graduate students within, and beyond, the academy. She has taught at Yale University and the University of Southern California.

   Ravi Iyer
   Ph.D., Chief Data Scientist, Ranker
   Ravi Iyer occupies a unique space at the intersection of data science and moral psychology. He is the chief   
   data scientist for Ranker, a consumer internet platform that collects millions of monthly consumer opinions,  
   and the executive director of Civil Politics, a non-profit that uses technology to bridge the divide between   
   practitioners and researchers in moral psychology. He is an applied data science consultant for Zenzi   
   Communications, NewReleaseNow, the Institute for the Bio-Cultural Study of Religion, and Siemer &   
Associates. He holds a PhD in Psychology from the University of Southern California and remains an active researcher, having 
published 20+ articles in leading peer-reviewed psychology journals over the past few years, most of which concern the empirical study 
of moral and political attitudes. His research has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, Reason Magazine, Good Magazine, the New 
York Times, and at numerous industry and academic conferences including South by Southwest. He is the co-founder of numerous 
academic social science projects that leverage technology to collect larger, more diverse datasets, including BeyondThePurchase.org 
(a consumer psychology data site), YourMorals.org (which focuses on moral psychology), ExploringMyReligion.org (which focuses on 
the scientific study of religion), PsychWiki.com, and VoteHelp.org. He blogs regularly about his research at PoliPsych.com.
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   Kelly J. Ko
   Ph.D., Research Client Strategist, Cerner Research
   Dr. Kelly Ko helps lead the Research Consulting practice and is involved with all phases of the research   
   process from proposal development to peer-review publication and professional presentation.  Ko joined   
   Cerner Research in February 2009 and has been working with various stakeholders across healthcare   
   including pharmaceutical companies, payer groups, academic and community hospitals, as well as individual  
   providers. His area of expertise includes survey development, facilitating focus groups and advisory board   
   meetings, database management, statistical analyses and interpretation, and writing for both technical and   
   non-technical audiences.  Ko is a firm believer in an interdisciplinary and collaborative approach to research 
as reflected in his past experiences in consulting, academia, and public policy.  Prior to joining Cerner Research, Ko received funding 
and was working on multiple research projects with the National Institute on Aging, National Institute of Health, National Science 
Foundation, and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP).  Ko has published and presented research on a range of topics 
such as chronic disease management, health information technology and clinical outcomes, successful aging and longevity, and stress 
and coping among older adults.  In addition to his research activities, Ko has also been active in public policy and advocacy on both the 
state and national levels regarding health, education, and aging issues.  Ko received his BA in psychology from Pepperdine University 
and completed his MS and PhD in developmental psychology with a cross-specialization in health from the University of Utah in 2008.

   Lindsey Silva
   Ph.D., Principal Scientist, Grifols Biologicals 
   Dr. Lindsey Silva is a Principal Scientist in Research and Development at Grifols, a global healthcare   
   company that specializes in the production of plasma-derived therapies for the treatment of coagulation   
   factor disorders and primary immune deficiencies. She has spent the past two years working at Grifols   
   Biologicals Inc. in Los Angeles. Dr. Silva supports the pathogen safety of plasma-derived biologics by   
   serving at the study director for virus validation clearance studies for regulatory submissions. Dr. Silva also   
   assists Medical Affairs and Regulatory Affairs with viral safety reports for customers, product registration 
dossier, and common technical document (CTD) submissions. She received her Bachelor of Science from UC Irvine and obtained her 
Ph.D. in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics from Harvard Medical School. Her doctoral research focused on delineating the role of 
the nuclear lamina in epigenetic modifications during the early stages of Herpes Simplex virus (HSV-1) infection. Dr. Silva conducted 
her post-doctoral work at USC Keck School of Medicine in Dr. Jae U. Jung’s lab studying murine Cytomegalovirus-mediated inhibition 
of the interferon-beta pathway. Dr. Silva’s academic research training in molecular virology was instrumental in transitioning to viral 
safety in the biologics industry.
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   Eva Kanso
   Ph.D., Associate Professor, Z.H. Kaprielian Fellow, Department of Aerospace and Mechanical  
   Engineering, Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Eva Kanso is an Associate Professor and the Z.H. Kaprielian Fellow in Aerospace and Mechanical    
   Engineering at the University of Southern California. Her research interests lie in fluid mechanics and   
   dynamical systems with applications to biolocomotion and biological flows. Prior to joining USC, she held a  
   two-year postdoctoral position in Computing and Mathematical Sciences at Caltech, as well as a visiting   
   researcher position at Princeton University. She received her Ph.D. and M.S. in Mechanical Engineering, 
and her M.A. in Mathematics from UC Berkeley. She is the recipient of an NSF early CAREER development award and a Junior 
Distinguished Alumnus award from the American University of Beirut.

   Megan McCain
   Ph.D., Gabilan Assistant Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering, Viterbi School of   
   Engineering, USC
   Megan L. McCain, Ph.D., earned her B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from Washington University in St.   
   Louis in 2006 and her Ph.D. in Engineering and Applied Sciences from Harvard University in 2012 under   
   Prof. Kevin Kit Parker. As a graduate student, Megan used tissue engineering to understand how mechanical  
   forces and the extracellular matrix regulate cardiac development and disease. Megan continued as a 
   post-doctoral fellow at the Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired Engineering at Harvard University, where 
she helped develop micro-scale mimics of human cardiac tissue, known as “Heart on a Chip,” for pharmaceutical screening and 
personalized medicine. In 2014, Megan became the Gabilan Assistant Professor of Biomedical Engineering at the University of 
Southern California. She is now building her own research group, the Laboratory for Living Systems Engineering, which focuses on 
tissue engineering, disease modeling, and development of “Organ on Chip” platforms for cardiac and skeletal muscle.
Megan also has a secondary appointment in the Department of Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine and teaches 
undergraduate (Introduction to Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering) and graduate (Cellular Systems Engineering) courses. Megan 
was recently named one of MIT Technology Review’s Top Innovators Under 35 for 2014 for her “Heart on a Chip” research..

   Azad Madni
   Ph.D., Technical Director, Systems Architecting and Engineering Program,     
   Viterbi School of Engineering, USC ; Professor, Department of Astronautical Engineering,   
   Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Dr. Azad M. Madni is the Technical Director of the University of Southern California’s Systems Architecting  
   and Engineering Program in the Viterbi School of Engineering. He is a Professor of Astronautical    
   Engineering and has a joint appointment in Keck School of Medicine, and Rossier School of Education. He  
   is the founder and Chairman of Intelligent Systems Technology, Inc., a high tech R&D company    
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Academia – Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) Career panel
Moderator: Robert Phillips
M.S. Viterbi School of Engineering, 
Department of Astronautical Engineering, USC

panelists

specializing in game-based simulations for education, training, and complex systems engineering. His research has been sponsored 
by major government organizations such as DARPA, OSD, ARL, ONR, AFOSR, DHS S&T, DTRA, NIST, DOE, and NASA as 
well as by major aerospace companies such as Boeing, Northrop Grumman, and Raytheon. He is an elected Fellow of AAAS, AIAA, 
IEEE, IETE, INCOSE, and SDPS. His recent awards include the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award from the INCOSE and 
INCOSE-LA, the 2013 Innovation in Curriculum Award from the Institute of Industrial Engineers, the 2012 Exceptional 
Achievement Award from INCOSE (Los Angeles Chapter), and the 2011 Pioneer Award from INCOSE. He is also the recipient of 
the 2000 and 2004 Developer of the Year Awards from the Technology Council of Southern California. He is the Co-Founder and 
Co-Chair of IEEE Systems, Man, and Cybernetics Society’s Model Based Systems Engineering Technical Committee. He currently 
serves on the Steering Committee of USC Provost’s STEM Consortium. His research interests are model-based engineering, 
interactive storytelling and experiential design, complex systems engineering, engineered resilient systems, and game-based 
approaches to STEM education. He received his BS, MS and PhD degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles. He is 



   Eva Kanso
   Ph.D., Associate Professor, Z.H. Kaprielian Fellow, Department of Aerospace and Mechanical  
   Engineering, Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Eva Kanso is an Associate Professor and the Z.H. Kaprielian Fellow in Aerospace and Mechanical    
   Engineering at the University of Southern California. Her research interests lie in fluid mechanics and   
   dynamical systems with applications to biolocomotion and biological flows. Prior to joining USC, she held a  
   two-year postdoctoral position in Computing and Mathematical Sciences at Caltech, as well as a visiting   
   researcher position at Princeton University. She received her Ph.D. and M.S. in Mechanical Engineering, 
and her M.A. in Mathematics from UC Berkeley. She is the recipient of an NSF early CAREER development award and a Junior 
Distinguished Alumnus award from the American University of Beirut.

   Megan McCain
   Ph.D., Gabilan Assistant Professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering, Viterbi School of   
   Engineering, USC
   Megan L. McCain, Ph.D., earned her B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from Washington University in St.   
   Louis in 2006 and her Ph.D. in Engineering and Applied Sciences from Harvard University in 2012 under   
   Prof. Kevin Kit Parker. As a graduate student, Megan used tissue engineering to understand how mechanical  
   forces and the extracellular matrix regulate cardiac development and disease. Megan continued as a 
   post-doctoral fellow at the Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired Engineering at Harvard University, where 
she helped develop micro-scale mimics of human cardiac tissue, known as “Heart on a Chip,” for pharmaceutical screening and 
personalized medicine. In 2014, Megan became the Gabilan Assistant Professor of Biomedical Engineering at the University of 
Southern California. She is now building her own research group, the Laboratory for Living Systems Engineering, which focuses on 
tissue engineering, disease modeling, and development of “Organ on Chip” platforms for cardiac and skeletal muscle.
Megan also has a secondary appointment in the Department of Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine and teaches 
undergraduate (Introduction to Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering) and graduate (Cellular Systems Engineering) courses. Megan 
was recently named one of MIT Technology Review’s Top Innovators Under 35 for 2014 for her “Heart on a Chip” research..

   Azad Madni
   Ph.D., Technical Director, Systems Architecting and Engineering Program,     
   Viterbi School of Engineering, USC ; Professor, Department of Astronautical Engineering,   
   Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Dr. Azad M. Madni is the Technical Director of the University of Southern California’s Systems Architecting  
   and Engineering Program in the Viterbi School of Engineering. He is a Professor of Astronautical    
   Engineering and has a joint appointment in Keck School of Medicine, and Rossier School of Education. He  
   is the founder and Chairman of Intelligent Systems Technology, Inc., a high tech R&D company    

   William Berelson
   Ph.D., Principal Investigator of Berelson Lab, Professor of Earth Sciences, Dornsife College of  
   Letters, Arts, and Sciences, USC
   Prof. Berelson has B.A. and M.S. degrees from U. Rochester and Duke University, respectively, and   
   obtained his PhD at USC. Much of his research involves studies of biogenic material fluxes to the sea floor   
   and across this boundary. Capturing fluxes through the water column involve the use of sediment traps and   
   ocean mixing and modeling; fluxes across the sea floor involve the use of benthic chambers and pore water 
diagenetic models. Analysis of the solid phase helps link oceanographic biogeochemistry with the rock record. Fluxes and reactions 
involving O, C, N, CaCO3, bSi, Fe and S (and their isotopes) are among those that he work on. Most of his students have an 
opportunity to join an oceanographic research cruise and/or participate in various forms of field research. Recent (2010-2014) field study 
areas include: Eastern Tropical South Pacific Ocean off Peru/Chile; Western Tropical North Atlantic Ocean within the Amazon River 
plume; Gulf of Mexico zone of hypoxia; San Pedro/Santa Monica Basin OMZ; Yellowstone National Park Hot Springs; Walker Lake, 
NV; Zaca Lake, CA; Monterey Formation, CA; Green River Formation, WY and the T-J boundary rocks (Pucara Group) in central Peru.  
He teaches graduate courses in carbonate chemistry and sedimentology, marine sedimentary geochemistry and seminars in geobiology 
and geochemistry. He has been a Director of the International GeoBiology Summer Course (2002-2009) and remains involved with this 
training course, which has had a profound impact on the growth and development on this field. http://wrigley.usc.edu/geobiology/

   Nora Ayanian
   Ph.D., Director of ACT Lab, Assistant Professor and WiSE Gabilan Chair, Department of   
   Department of Computer Science, Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Nora Ayanian is a Gabilan Assistant Professor of Computer Science in the Viterbi School of Engineering at   
   USC. Her research focuses on developing end-to-end solutions for many applications of distributed multi-  
   robot systems. She directs the Automatic Coordination of Teams (ACT) Lab at USC, which is home to a   
   swarm of tiny palm-sized Crazyflie quadrotors, some larger highly-dynamic Hummingbirds and various   
   ground robots. In 2013, Ayanian was named to the IEEE Intelligent Systems Magazine’s AI’s 10 to Watch. 
Previously, Ayanian was a Postdoctoral Associate in the Distributed Robotics Lab in the Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence 
Laboratory (CSAIL) at MIT. She received her Ph.D. and M.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Pennsylvania, as part 
of the Generalized Robotics, Automation, Sensing and Perception (GRASP) Laboratory, where she was a National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellow. In 2008, her work on policies for decentralized multi-robot control earned the Best Student Paper award at 
the IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation. 
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specializing in game-based simulations for education, training, and complex systems engineering. His research has been sponsored 
by major government organizations such as DARPA, OSD, ARL, ONR, AFOSR, DHS S&T, DTRA, NIST, DOE, and NASA as 
well as by major aerospace companies such as Boeing, Northrop Grumman, and Raytheon. He is an elected Fellow of AAAS, AIAA, 
IEEE, IETE, INCOSE, and SDPS. His recent awards include the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award from the INCOSE and 
INCOSE-LA, the 2013 Innovation in Curriculum Award from the Institute of Industrial Engineers, the 2012 Exceptional 
Achievement Award from INCOSE (Los Angeles Chapter), and the 2011 Pioneer Award from INCOSE. He is also the recipient of 
the 2000 and 2004 Developer of the Year Awards from the Technology Council of Southern California. He is the Co-Founder and 
Co-Chair of IEEE Systems, Man, and Cybernetics Society’s Model Based Systems Engineering Technical Committee. He currently 
serves on the Steering Committee of USC Provost’s STEM Consortium. His research interests are model-based engineering, 
interactive storytelling and experiential design, complex systems engineering, engineered resilient systems, and game-based 
approaches to STEM education. He received his BS, MS and PhD degrees from the University of California, Los Angeles. He is 

Azad Madni (continued)



   Jennifer Miller
   Ph.D., Teaching Assistant Professor, Sol Price School of Public Policy, USC
   Jennifer Miller is a Teaching Assistant Professor at the USC Sol Price School of Public Policy. She is Course  
   Director for Economics for Policy, Planning and Development in the USC Price Online Master of Public   
   Administration program. Her teaching focuses on microeconomics and on public policy formulation,   
   implementation, and analysis. Her research focuses on policy related to employment and economic   
   development, especially the scientific workforce. Research from her dissertation Postdoctoral Appointments:  
   Motivations, Markets, and Experiences has appeared in the Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and 
Society and the Journal of Postdoctoral Affairs and is forthcoming in the Journal of Higher Education.  She holds a doctorate in public 
policy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to earning her doctorate, she worked for IBM in human resources.

   

   Emily Anderson
   Associate Professor, English Department, USC
   Emily Anderson is Associate Professor in the English Department at USC, where she has been employed   
   since earning her Ph.D. in English from Yale University in 2004.  Her area of specialty is eighteenth-century  
   British literature and culture, and within this rubric she works on a range of topics: the eighteenth-century   
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Academia – Life sciences & humanities career panel
Moderator: Robert Phillips
M.S. Viterbi School of Engineering, 
Department of Astronautical Engineering, USC

Post-doctoral career workshop : 
Getting Employment in Academia, Industry & Government for Postdocs

panelists

   Ite A. Laird-Offringa
   Ph.D., Director of Programs in Biomedical and Biological Sciences, Associate Professor,   
   Keck School of Medicine – Departments of Surgery, Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, USC
   Dr. Ite Laird-Offringa is an Associate Professor of Surgery and of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at   
   USC. She obtained her BS and MS and subsequently her PhD in Medical Biochemistry at the University of  
   Leiden, in the Netherlands. After a postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard Medical School in Boston, she started  
   her lung cancer research at the Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center at USC in 1996. Her laboratory's   
   research is focused on methods for early detection of all lung cancer types and genetic lung cancer risk, as 
well as the molecular basis for lung cancer development and the body's immune response to lung cancer. Dr. Laird-Offringa's lung 
cancer research is currently funded by the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Defense, the V-Foundation, the Whittier 
Foundation and private donations. Dr. Laird-Offringa has submitted two patents based on recent work from her lab. Last year, she 
received the Passion in Science award from New England Biolabs for her work in lung cancer research, education and fundraising. 
Besides being a passionate lung cancer researcher, Dr. Laird-Offringa is highly committed to the education of young scientists. She 
mentors USC undergraduates, Master’s students, PhD students, postdoctoral and clinical fellows and a variety of summer students 
(high school-Master’s level) in her own lab. In addition, she is the director of USC’s Programs in Biomedical and Biological Sciences 
(PIBBS). PIBBS brings top notch PhD candidates to USC and helps them find a good lab match through three rotations in the first 
year. Dr. Laird-Offringa teaches a freshman microseminar on Epigenetics, and a variety of graduate level classes in molecular 
biology/genetics. In 2014 Dr. Laird-Offringa developed and began teaching a yearly semester-long grant writing class for PIBBS 
students called Writing in the Biomedical and Biological Sciences.

novel and drama; actors, actresses, playwrights, and the emergent celebrity culture of eighteenth-century theater; and the impact of 
theatrical performance on debates about personal identity, literary and cultural memory, and the fact / fiction divide.  She has published in 
journals including Eighteenth-Century Fiction, English Literary History, and PMLA, and is the author of Eighteenth-Century Authorship 
and the Play of Fiction, a book that exposes how the novel and the drama entered into a relationship over the course of the eighteenth 
century, whereby each shaped the other’s distinctly modern form.  She teaches courses regularly for the Thematic Option Program and 
within the English department on topics including the rise of the novel, literature and recognition, Shakespearean forgeries and 
adaptations, and meta-fiction.  Her current book, The Eighteenth-Century Shakespeare: Memory and Canon Formation, re-considers the 
eighteenth-century fascination with Shakespeare in light of her own interest in what motivates writers, thinkers, and scholars to return to 
literary or artistic models from the past.



   Jennifer Miller
   Ph.D., Teaching Assistant Professor, Sol Price School of Public Policy, USC
   Jennifer Miller is a Teaching Assistant Professor at the USC Sol Price School of Public Policy. She is Course  
   Director for Economics for Policy, Planning and Development in the USC Price Online Master of Public   
   Administration program. Her teaching focuses on microeconomics and on public policy formulation,   
   implementation, and analysis. Her research focuses on policy related to employment and economic   
   development, especially the scientific workforce. Research from her dissertation Postdoctoral Appointments:  
   Motivations, Markets, and Experiences has appeared in the Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and 
Society and the Journal of Postdoctoral Affairs and is forthcoming in the Journal of Higher Education.  She holds a doctorate in public 
policy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to earning her doctorate, she worked for IBM in human resources.

   

   Emily Anderson
   Associate Professor, English Department, USC
   Emily Anderson is Associate Professor in the English Department at USC, where she has been employed   
   since earning her Ph.D. in English from Yale University in 2004.  Her area of specialty is eighteenth-century  
   British literature and culture, and within this rubric she works on a range of topics: the eighteenth-century   
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   R. William Depaolo
   Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology, Keck School of   
   Medicine, USC
   William DePaolo PhD is an Assistant Professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology at USC-Keck   
   School of Medicine and a member of the GI Cancers Program at USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer   
   Center. After receiving his PhD from Northwestern Feinberg School of Medicine in Immunology he   
   realized he knew about the bodies defenses, but had little experience with the microbes that cause disease.  
   Leaving his comfort zone, he accepted a Post-doctoral Fellowship to study the molecular microbiology of 
Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that causes bubonic plague. Currently, at USC he has combined his training in immunology and 

   Kate Flint
   Provost Professor of English and Art History, USC 
   Kate Flint is Provost Professor of English and Art History at the University of Southern California,   
   where she is Chair of the Department of Art History.  Born in London, England, she studied and  worked at  
   Oxford University, Bristol University, and the Courtauld Institute of Art before coming to the US in 2001 and  
   spending ten years teaching at Rutgers University. Her research spans the C19th and  C20th, and is both    
   interdisciplinary and transatlantic.  Her areas of specialization include Victorian and early twentieth-century  
   cultural and literary history, visual culture, and both historical and contemporary photography - she's a 
photographer herself, and enjoys experimenting with C19th photographic methods and lensless images.  Most recently, Professor Flint has 
published The Transatlantic Indian 1776-1930 (2008), which looks at the two-way relations between Native Americans and the British in 
the long C19th, and explores the intersections of modernity, nationhood, and popular culture that were at stake in these contacts.   She 
spends a good deal of time in New Mexico, which was the direct inspiration for this research.  Her previous works include The Victorians 
and The Visual Imagination (2000) and The Woman Reader, 1837-1914 (1993).  She is General Editor of the Cambridge History of Victorian 
Literature (2012), and has published numerous articles on Victorian, modernist and contemporary art, fiction, and cultural history. She is 
completing a book entitled "Flash! Photography, Writing, and Surprising Illumination," and her new research project is a history of the 
concept of ordinariness between 1850-1950. 

   Edward Finegan
   Director of the USC Center for Excellence in Teaching and Professor Emeritus of Linguistics  
   and Law, USC
   Ed Finegan is professor of Linguistics and Law and Director of USC’s Center for Excellence in Teaching.  
   He is also president of the International Association of Forensic Linguists and editor of Dictionaries: The  
   Journal of the Dictionary Society of North America. He has served as an expert forensic linguist in scores of  
   cases in state and federal courst, as well as for the offices of the Federal Public Defender and the California  
   Attorney General. He served three terms as president of the USC chapter of Phi Kappa Phi and for two 
years as co-president of the Lambda Alumni Association. He served twice as chair of USC’s Linguistics Department and as head of an 
English-language teaching project organized by USC for National Iranian Radio and Television.

novel and drama; actors, actresses, playwrights, and the emergent celebrity culture of eighteenth-century theater; and the impact of 
theatrical performance on debates about personal identity, literary and cultural memory, and the fact / fiction divide.  She has published in 
journals including Eighteenth-Century Fiction, English Literary History, and PMLA, and is the author of Eighteenth-Century Authorship 
and the Play of Fiction, a book that exposes how the novel and the drama entered into a relationship over the course of the eighteenth 
century, whereby each shaped the other’s distinctly modern form.  She teaches courses regularly for the Thematic Option Program and 
within the English department on topics including the rise of the novel, literature and recognition, Shakespearean forgeries and 
adaptations, and meta-fiction.  Her current book, The Eighteenth-Century Shakespeare: Memory and Canon Formation, re-considers the 
eighteenth-century fascination with Shakespeare in light of her own interest in what motivates writers, thinkers, and scholars to return to 
literary or artistic models from the past.

Emily Anderson (continued)

microbiology to investigate the contribution of our gut bacteria to inflammatory diseases and to develop strategies to manipulate this 
community of bugs to treat these disorders. To accomplish this goal his lab pairs standard metagenomic analysis with functional 
immunological and microbiological assays, allowing not only the identification but also the consequence these bacteria exert our cells 
and tissues. Dr. DePaolo’s research extends across disciplines with models of inflammatory bowel disease, cancer and metabolic 
disease as well as a number of clinical projects examining the gut bacteria in childhood obesity, colon cancer and IBD in LA’s Hispanic 
population. Dr. DePaolo has appeared on the Today Show and is currently collaborating with Buzzfeed media on a series of videos 
educating the public on the bacteria all around us. Dr. DePaolo’s unique interdisciplinary approach to research has been a cornerstone 
of his scientific philosophy and has been critical for setting him apart from his peers and developing a successful career.



   R. William Depaolo
   Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology, Keck School of   
   Medicine, USC
   William DePaolo PhD is an Assistant Professor of Molecular Microbiology and Immunology at USC-Keck   
   School of Medicine and a member of the GI Cancers Program at USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer   
   Center. After receiving his PhD from Northwestern Feinberg School of Medicine in Immunology he   
   realized he knew about the bodies defenses, but had little experience with the microbes that cause disease.  
   Leaving his comfort zone, he accepted a Post-doctoral Fellowship to study the molecular microbiology of 
Yersinia pestis, the bacterium that causes bubonic plague. Currently, at USC he has combined his training in immunology and 
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   Thomas Barrera
   Ph.D., Senior Scientist, The Boeing Company
   Dr. Barrera is currently Associate Technical Fellow and Sr. Scientist for The Boeing Co., Boeing Satellite   
   Development Center (SDC). In this capacity, he is a member of the Spacecraft and Flight Systems   
   Engineering Team where he is responsible for spacecraft mission assurance, design and engineering of   
   advanced electrical power systems (EPS), and launch campaign leadership. Dr. Barrera's previous    
   management assignments include Sr. Mgr., EPS and Harness Systems Engineering and Mgr., Cell  Technology  
   Group, Battery Operations, Boeing-SDC.
With over 24 yr. of relevant industry experience (17 yr. with The Boeing Co.), he has led and managed numerous engineering teams in the 
design, development, manufacturing, test and delivery of advanced EPS for various space applications. Government civil programs 
supported include the NASA Space Shuttle, International Space Station (ISS), X-37B, as well as numerous other commercial and U.S. gov’t 
proprietary space platforms.
 He is also an invited industry member of the NASA/AIAA Battery Safety Standards Committee and NASA Engineering Safety 
Center (NESC) EPS Technical Discipline Team (TDT). He has held faculty appointments at USC, University of Houston, California State 
Polytechnic University (Pomona, CA) and currently serves as the Boeing Co. liaison to the UCLA Department of Chemical and 
Biomolecular Engr.
 In 2014, Dr. Barrera was a recipient of the S&IS World Class Engineering Award for excellence in program execution and member 
of the Boeing 787 Team of the Year. Previously, he was an EPS engineer at the NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center (Houston, TX) and 
a Member of Technical Staff at The Aerospace Corporation (El Segundo, CA). After receiving his Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from the 
University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), he worked for Dr. Bruce Dunn as a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow in the Materials Science 
and Engineering Dept. at UCLA. In addition, Dr. Barrera earned a M.S. in Industrial Engineering and Management Sciences from 
Northwestern University (Evanston, IL), B.S. in Chemical Engineering (Cum Laude) and B.A. in Mathematics-Economics from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB). 
 Dr. Barrera is an active member of AIAA, The Electrochemical Society, and Tau Beta Pi. In 1994 (Group 15) and 1995 (Group 16), 
Dr. Barrera was selected as a Mission Specialist Semi-Finalist for the NASA Space Shuttle Astronaut Program.
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R. William Depaolo (continued)
microbiology to investigate the contribution of our gut bacteria to inflammatory diseases and to develop strategies to manipulate this 
community of bugs to treat these disorders. To accomplish this goal his lab pairs standard metagenomic analysis with functional 
immunological and microbiological assays, allowing not only the identification but also the consequence these bacteria exert our cells 
and tissues. Dr. DePaolo’s research extends across disciplines with models of inflammatory bowel disease, cancer and metabolic 
disease as well as a number of clinical projects examining the gut bacteria in childhood obesity, colon cancer and IBD in LA’s Hispanic 
population. Dr. DePaolo has appeared on the Today Show and is currently collaborating with Buzzfeed media on a series of videos 
educating the public on the bacteria all around us. Dr. DePaolo’s unique interdisciplinary approach to research has been a cornerstone 
of his scientific philosophy and has been critical for setting him apart from his peers and developing a successful career.



   Mohamed Abid 
   Ph.D., Mission Chief Engineer, SMAP, NASA JPL
   Dr. Mohamed Abid is the Mission Chief Engineer on SMAP project that launched successfully on January   
   31th 2015 on a Delta II from VAFB. Dr. Abid is the Deputy Flight System Systems Engineer (FSSE)   
   Manager for the Soil Moisture Active Passive Mission (SMAP) JPL / NASA. He is also the Supervisor of the  
   Mechatronics group at JPL / NASA . Prior to his assignment on the SMAP project, he was the FSSE lead for  
   the Wide-Field Infrared Survey Explorer (WISE) that was successfully launched in December, 2009, a lead  
   System Engineer on a Mars Mission proposal at JPL / NASA, and , a System Engineer on TeamX. Dr. Abid 
was the project System Engineer and the Engineer Technical Authority for the Ocean Surface Topography mission (OSTM) that was 
successfully launched in June, 2008. Dr. Abid received the NASA Honor Exceptional Achievement Medal for his work on OSTM. 
Before joining JPL, he was Co-PI on the FIVE Project as part of space flight experiment, and an Associate Investigator / Test 
Conductor on the Structure of Flame Ball at Low Lewis number (SOFBALL) experiment which flew on Space Shuttle missions 
Columbia STS-83 (launched in April 1997), Columbia STS-94 (launched in May 1997) and Columbia STS-107 (launched in January 
2003). Dr. Abid is a lecturer in the Department of Astronautics and Space Technology Division (ASTE) at the University of Southern 
California (USC, and the author of the textbook "Spacecraft Sensors", a John Wiley & Sons publication. Dr. Abid holds a BS in Physics, 
an MS from Ecole Doctorale de l'Ecole Polytechnique, and a Ph.D. in Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering from USC. Dr. Abid has 
done research and performed experiments in the fields of combustion, fluid dynamics, chemistry, semi-conductors, spacecraft, 
micro-gravity, physics of particles, diagnostics and petroleum for many internationally renowned organizations such as NEDO, JAMIC, 
CEA, IFP, CNRS, CERN and LPNHE.

   Matthew Lewis
   Ph.D., Senior Research Scientist, The RAND Corporation
   Matthew Lewis is a Senior Research Scientist at the RAND Corporation in Santa Monica, CA.  RAND is a   
   private, non-profit, policy research organization.  His primary area of expertise is the design,    
   implementation, and evaluation of technologies to support learning and decision-making.  However he also  
   does simulation-based research in large-scale education innovation, supply-chain management, and public   
   health.  Originally studying Developmental Psychology and graduating with a an elementary teaching   
   credential from U.C. San Diego, he returned to academia to study how people acquire complex skills, 
receiving his Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology from Carnegie Mellon University in 1985.  Before and between tenures at RAND, he 
helped to found software companies.  Recent research includes an evaluation of innovative, technology-intensive K-12 education 
implementations for the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the cost effectiveness of community-based “medical foster homes” for 
veterans, and analyses of “lean” equipping strategies for the U.S. Army.  he is also an Adjunct Professor at the Pardee RAND Graduate 
School where he lectures, advises, and collaborates with Ph.D. students.
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   Yan Liu
   Ph.D., Assistant professor, Department of Computer Science, Viterbi School of Engineering, USC
   Yan Liu is an Assistant Professor in Computer Science Department at University of Southern California from 
   2010. Before that, she was a Research Staff Member at IBM Research. She received her M.Sc and Ph.D.   
   degree from Carnegie Mellon University in 2004 and 2007. Her research interest includes developing   
   scalable machine learning and data mining algorithms with applications to social media analysis,    
   computational biology, climate modeling and healthcare analytics. She has received several awards, including  
   NSF CAREER Award, Okawa Foundation Research Award, ACM Dissertation Award Honorable Mention, 
Best Paper Award in SIAM Data Mining Conference, Yahoo! Faculty Award and the winner of several data mining competitions, such as 
KDD Cup and INFORMS data mining competition.



   Saty Raghavachary
   Ph.D., Senior Lecturer (Computer Graphics Specialist), Department of Computer Science, 
Viterbi School of  Engineering, USC
   Dr. Saty Raghavachary is a full-time teaching faculty member at the CS Dept, where he teaches courses on   
   computer graphics (CG), databases and introductory programming. From 2004-2014 he was a part-time   
   lecturer in CS, during which time he taught graphics and animation courses. Before joining USC full-time,   
   Saty was a Designated Support Specialist at Autodesk Inc, makers of Maya, Softimage, 3DS Max, AutoCAD  
   and several other industry-leading projects. Prior to joining Autodesk, Saty spent 16 wonderful years at 
DreamWorks Feature Animation (with credits in 20 movies including Puss in Boots, How to Train Your Dragon, Kung Fu Panda and 
Shrek4), where he developed CG  software tools, and trained incoming artists on the tools and pipeline. Before that, he was Software   
Manager at MetroLight Studios, one of the pioneering visual effects studios in Hollywood in the late 80s and early 90s.
 He has published two popular books on RenderMan, the CG industry ís leading rendering software. He is working on a third 
book, on Maya Python. Saty also gives talks to schools and colleges in the LA area (eg. Cal Lutheran, LMU) on animation production 
and CG. He obtained three MS degrees and PhD at The Ohio State University and also did postdoctoral research there. Saty is a 
member of ACM, IEEE (Computer Society), ASEE and American Mensa.
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   Andy Powell
   Research Scientist, City of Hope
   Andy Powell is a Research and Scientific Recruiter with City of Hope Beckman Research Institute  
   where he has responsibility for recruiting Research Operations, Postdoctoral Fellows, Staff Scientists and  
   Research Associates positions.  Andy has been with City of Hope since September 2010 and prior to that  
   was in the pharmaceutical, drug discovery and medical device industries.  He has been recruiting   
   technical people for over 19 years, including a focus in life sciences for the last 10 years.  Andy has a  
   Master of Science degree in Industrial/Organizational Psychology from San Diego State University.  In 
his free time, he enjoys time withhis family, playing the piano and surfing.



LOOKING FOR
GRADUATE INTERNS!
The USC Career Center PhD Graduate Interns 
will assist with implementing specialized 
programming to address the needs of PhD 
students and postdoctoral staff on both the 
Health Science (HSC) and University Park 
(UPC) campuses.   The interns will be 
responsible for the administrative planning and 
execution of the Third Annual PHD Career 
Conference and other graduate programming 
and services. The interns will also take the lead 
in developing partnerships with faculty, 
department heads and the employer commu-
nity in planning the career conference. The 
interns will also serve as a liaison between the 
Graduate Student Government (GSG) on both 
the HSC and UPC campuses.

Successful candidates will possess 1-2yrs 
of work experience, be enrolled in a USC 
PhD program, and have a strong organiza-
tional background in administrative 
support, a strong interest in career 
development, and knowledge of working 
within and outside the academy. The 
candidates should have excellent 
oral/written communication, teamwork 
skills, a positive attitude, strong work ethic. 

The graduate interns are expected to 
provide excellent customer service to all 
members of the Trojan Family.

Openings Available: 2 
Compensation: $12-$13 an hour, 5-8hrs per week. Schedule is flexible.
Please submit your cover letter and resume to Esther Lee, Senior Career Counselor esthersl@usc.edu

Career Center

5th Annual USC Alumni Career Fair
Thursday, March 19, 2015
Time: 10:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Trousdale Parkway, University Park Campus

Registration: http://myworkster.com/hire-la/talent
Registration code: USCPhD

LOOKING FOR A JOB?
Sign up for the Career Fair today!
http://careers.usc.edu/alumnicareerfair


